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Christian Faith in an Age of Science. By Professor William 
North Rice, Ph.D., LL.D., Wesleyan University. New York: 
A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1903. Pp. 425. $1.50. 

This book is an altogether admirable presentation of a subject that 
very few men are competent to discuss. It is rare to find one whose mind 
is open alike to religious and to scientific truth, and who at the same time 
has a keen insight into both. For the most part, discussions of the rela- 
tion between religion and science have been left to those with an evident 
bias toward one or the other, and the general impression is left either that 
religion is not scientific or that science cannot be religious. Professor 
Rice is entirely in sympathy with both science and religion, and stands 
for a large class of men who are giving their lives to science and at the 
same time refuse to be "read out of" religion. Accepting the ultimate 
probabilities of science, the author uses them to discover the essentials of 
religion, only to find that they are in no wise affected. 

In the first part of the volume there is presented a brief history of those 
scientific discoveries which have affected religious beliefs, such as the 
antiquity of man, Genesis and geology, the conservation of energy, evolu- 
tion in its various aspects, etc. There is no attempt to minimize the effect 
of such discoveries upon accepted beliefs, or to scoff at the fundamental 
uncertainties of scientific knowledge, or to explain away inconsistencies. 
The most ardent devotee of science would not hesitate to say that these 
statements are fully as strong as the facts can justify. 

The second part is the most critical, for it deals with the status of cer- 
tain doctrines of Christianity in the light of this revolution in our knowl- 
edge of the universe. The average scientific man with religious tendencies 
prefers to say nothing concerning these matters, further than that science 
is not concerned with them and has no opinion to offer. But Professor 
Rice rightly recognizes that religion is concerned with them, and that 
just here lies the chief mission of his book. For a man full of the scientific 
spirit and saturated with the conceptions of science to discuss freely and 
sympathetically such subjects as the personality of God, providence, 
prayer, miracle and revelation and the Bible, may surprise many theolo- 
gians and scientists, but it represents the attitude of a larger body of scien- 
tific men than those interested in religion are aware of. The author 
shows how the fundamental principles involved in these religious beliefs 
may be maintained even in an age of science, although some of the crude 
trappings of mediaeval thought may have to be laid aside. 

The third and closing part of the volume is a strorg statement of the 
general status of Christian evidences, showing the change in the order and 
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perspective of apologetics due to a change in the general chare cter of 
thought. The consecutive presentation of a system whose logic speedily 
carries one beyond the influence of facts must be replaced by a cumulative 
presentation of the evidence. There is no single invincible line of argu- 
ment, but converging lines of evidence drawn from different and appar- 
ently unconnected classes of facts. Two convergent lines of evidence are 
especially impressive to the thought of the present age, namely, the effects 
of Christianity and the personality of Jesus Christ. 

The author's belief in the permanent adaptation of Christianity to the 
needs of men, however advanced in scientific knowledge they may become, 
is best expressed in a closing sentence of the book: 

To me it seems unmistakable that our age of bold investigation, of truth 
discovered too fast to be understood and co-ordinated, of doubt and unrest and 
agonized questioning, but of moral earnestness and loyalty to truth, is ending in 
the return of faith. For the scientific questions of our age and of all ages touch 
not the central truth of Christianity, "that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself." 

The book should be of great service to ministers who have no adequate 
appreciation of the results of science and who are inclined to be intolerant 
of those modifications of religious belief which seem necessary to most 
scientific men; to those engaged in scientific work who have come to sus- 
pect that Christianity is a mere survival from an unscientific age; and to 
all those who are fearful lest their heritag of Christian faith may be slipping 
away. 

John M. Coulter. 

The University of Chicago. 



